This slate mine was developed at the point where the Alyse meets the River Meuse.
The valley floor is littered with waste from slate production, reflecting the volumes
of slate quarried from the subsoil. The stream itself is channelled to meander some
fifteen metres beneath the current petrol station, built on the site of workshops and
yards where the slate was stored ready for shipment. To bring the waste even higher
up, a head frame was built in the last years of the 19th century. This “verdau”, the
local name for a slag heap, the pile of waste material from mine, which was widely re-
used in the 1970s and 80s, has spread right up to the edge of the departmental road
that leads from Fumay to Oignies.
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